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INDIAN MAJORITY ACT, 1875: 

OBJECTIVES: 

The Indian Majority Act, 1875 aimed to amend the law with respect to the age of majority in 

India.  The main objective of this Act was to bring uniformity and certainty in the age of 

majority across all religions whether the Hindus, the Muslims, the Parsis and all the 

communities residing within the boundaries of India. This Act helped in deciding the age at 

which a person could legally enter into a valid contract and undertake the responsibilities as a 

major. Therefore this Act was deemed highly important. 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

The mass of people domiciled in the country, India could be roughly divided into 1) Hindus 

(2) Muhammadans, (3) European British subjects, (4) persons to whom the Indian Succession 

Act applies. All these castes differed in their provision for the age of majority. As per the 

Hindu Sastras,except those prevailing in Bengal, the end of the sixteenth year was deemed as 

the age of majority. By Bengal Regulation XXVI of 1793 and Madras Regulation V of 1804, 

the minority of Hindu proprietors of estates paying revenue to  theGovernment was extended, 

in case of such persons in each presidency respectively, to the end of the eighteenth year. By 

Acts XL of 1858 and XX of 1864, for the care of the persons and property of minors in the 

Presidency of Fort William in Bengal and the Presidency of Bombay, respectively, it was 

enacted that, for those Acts, every person should be deemed to be a minor who had not 

attained the age of eighteen years.  

However the European British subjects were excluded from the purview of these Acts and 

this Act therefore mainly intended to alter the Hindu Law as to the age of majority, and in the 

course of time, the question was raised in the Calcutta High Court as to whether the Acts did 

not similarly affect the age of majority of Hindus subject to the ordinary original jurisdiction 

of that Court, and was decided in the affirmative.  

As per the Muhammadan law, the attainment of puberty or the age of majority was completed 

at the end of the fifteenth year. The British European Subjects had to complete twenty-one 

years of age to attain majority, and they had to observe the same in their capacity to contract 

as well. 

 

The class of persons to whom the Indian Succession Act applies included Europeans by birth 

or descent domiciled in British India, East Indians or Eurasians, Jews, Armenians, Parsis and 

Native Christians. The Indian Succession Act defines a minor to be a person who has not 

completed the age of eighteen years and represents 'majority' to be the status of such a person. 

Therefore the law relating to the age of majority were different in different communities. It 

was highly important to decide a uniform age of maturity to determine the age at which 

people can enter into binding contracts and undertake responsibilities for the same. But the 

law of majority was most confusing and uncertain till then. Therefore a Bill was framed for 

the same, which later became an Act known as the Indian Majority Act, 1857. 

The Act, however, did not affect the capacity of any person to act in matters connected with 

marriage, dower, divorce and adoption. By their laws, Muhammadans and Hindus were 

empowered to act in these matters at an earlier age than that here fixed as the age of majority 

under the Act. 

 



IMPORTANT PROVISIONS: 

 SECTION 1: SHORT TITLE, LOCAL EXTENT, COMMENCEMENT AND 

OPERATION 
 
The first Section of the Act states that the Act would be called or referred to as the Indian Majority 

Act, 1875 and would extend to the whole of India except the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The 

Section also provided that the commencement of the provisions of the Act would come into force 

only after the expiration of three months from its passing. 

 

 SECTION 2: SAVINGS 
 

This Section of the Act  describes the limitations on the application of the Act by stating that: 

1. The Act would not have any effect on the capacity of a person acting in the following 

matters of marriage, dowry, divorce and adoption 

2. The Act  would also not touch the purview of religion or religious rites and usages of 

any citizen of India 

3. The  Act would also not affect the capacity of any person who had attained the age of 

majority before the Act was passed. 

 

 SECTION 3:AGE OF MAJORITY OF PERSONS DOMICILED IN INDIA 
 

This Section prescribes the age and how the age of the majority of a person residing in India 

could be ascertained by stating that: 

1)A person residing in India would attain the age of majority only on the completion of 

eighteen years of age and not before that 

2) Further in the computing of the age of majority of a person, the day on which he was born 

would be excluded, and he shall be deemed to have attained majority at the beginning of the 

eighteenth anniversary of that day. 

 

AMENDMENTS: 

The Indian Majority Act 1875 was amended by the Indian Majority (Amendment) Act, 1999. 

This Act was enacted in the fiftieth year of the Republic of India which brought amendments 

in the Preamble, Section 1, and Section 3 of the Indian Majority Act, 1875. It changed the 

preamble by providing that the words "to prolong the period of nonage, and to attain more 

uniformity and certainty respecting the age of majority that now exists", should be substituted 

by the words "to specify the age of majority" shall be substituted. Section 1 was also 

amended as the word ‘Indian’ was omitted from it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONCLUSION: 

The Indian Majority Act, 1875 was a major step in regulating the age of attaining majority 

and also for determining the age at which a person could lawfully enter into binding 

contracts. The Act was highly important in removing the ambiguity and uncertainty around 

the valid age of majority which a bone of contention between the people belonging to various 

religions residing in India. It was a clever move to not interfere into the religious practices 

and capacity of persons concerning marriage, dowry etc. as it could have led to some serious 

social repercussions and the objective of the Act would have remained unfulfilled.  
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